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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


June  1983  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  person  has  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objection  is  received  by  August 
1,  1983,  his  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1990  Don  Brew 

(United  States,  Canada,  Newfoundland,  Australia, 
Philippines) 


REINSTATEMENT : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership. 

0593-MT  Alain  Nael , 5 Passage  LeRoi , 44000  Nantes,  FRANCE 
(Europe,  France  & Colonies) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 

DEYELL,  John 
OLLIVIER,  Eric 
PANISH,  Charles  K. 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


$2.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

David  G.  Briggs 

BIBLIOTHEQUE  NATIONALE.  Histoire  de  la  Medaille.  Pub.  1981  by 
the  Dept,  des  Monnaies,  Medailles  et  Antiques.  17pp,  illus. 

A brief  but  well  illustrated  history  of  medals  produced  from 
the  1 400 ' s to  date.  The  side  view  of  the  Bourbon  nose  on 
Charles  III  of  Spain  is  worth  checking  this  pamphlet  out. 

Thomas  E.  Hi  gel 

FIGANIER,  JOAQUIM.  Moedas  Arabes.  Part  II.  Da  ccnquista  de 
Granada  aos  nossos  dias3  com  un  Apendice.  Pub.  1959,  168pp, 
w/4  plates. 

Robert  LaBelle 

0RTUN0,  CARLOS.  Historia  Numismatica  del  Ecuador.  Pub.  1977, 
234pp,  illus. 
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Augusta  Szego 

SCHRATZ,  W.  Die  Conventionsmmzen  dev  Herzoge  von  Bayern  und 
der  Bischofe  von  Regensburg  vom  Ende  des  XII  bis  Ausang  der 
XIV  Jahrhunderts.  Reprint  1982  of  1880  pamphlet.  33pp,  w/2 
plates. 

NI  Purchases 

PROU,  MAURICE.  Les  Monnaies  Carolingiennes.  1969  reprint  of 
1892  work.  180pp,  w/23  plates.  The  classic  early  work  on 
Carol ingian  coinage. 

PROU,  MAURICE.  Les  Monnaies  Merovingiennes . 1969  reprint  of 

1892  work.  765pp,  w/36  plates.  Important  classic  on  the 
Merovingian  coinage. 

SAULCY,  F.  de.  Recherces  sur  les  Monnaies  des  Duos  Hereditaires 
de  Lorraine.  1973  reprint  of  1841  work.  247pp,  w/36  plates. 


II.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  Library  would  also  like  to  thank 
Marvin  L.  Fraley  for  his  donation  of  additional  material. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

**★***★★★★★*★★**★★★★★★*★★*******★*******★***★*******•*****■*•****★★■*•★** 


TOKENS  AROUND  US:  COSTA  RICA 


Don  Santiago  Alvarado  R.  / 1 Cajuela 


The  token  shown  was  issued  in  brass  by  the  Sociedad  A1 varado-Chacon , 
a Costa  Rica  coffee-growing  firm  which  operated  a number  of  plantations 
throughout  that  country.  Names  of  individual  operations  were,  among 
others,  La  Esperanza,  Marias,  Mendez,  San  Diego,  La  Tranquera,  Magda- 
lena, Magnolia  and  La  Carpintera. 


The  tokens  come  in  1/4,  1/2  and  1 Cajuela  denominations.  The  typical 
use  of  such  tokens  was  for  the  employee  to  exchange  them  for  whole  or 
partial  boxes  of  freshly-picked  coffee  beans.  The  tokens  were  then 
exchanged  for  cash  by  the  managers  or  for  merchandise  by  plantation- 
owned  retail  stores.  The  design  suggests  an  issue  date  sometime  in 
the  late  19th  or  early  20th  centuries.  They  were  of  European  manu- 
facture, probably  German.  The  portrait  is  of  one  Don  Santiago  Alvarado 
Ramirez.  (Source:  Los  Boletos  y su  Funoion  Social  y Economica , by 

Hector  Rojas  Solana,  La  Oficina  De  Cafe,  San  Jose,  C.R.  ca.  1976). 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


The  " Mystery ” of  G.D.  Sophie's  Medal  answered. 

(Eds.  Note:  Member  Walther  Hilke  shares  with  us  his  tetter  to  Harry 
Toyman  on  "What  did  Grand  Duchess  Sophie  recover  from.  ") 

I have  read  your  letter  in  the  NI  BULLETIN 3 January  1983  issue,  page 
15  when  it  arrived  here  today.  Let  me  try  to  answer  your  question 
regarding  the  recovery  of  the  Gran  Duchess  Sophie. 

In  1832  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden  started  to  issue  commemorative 
kreuzers,  in  German  the  so-called  Gedenk-Kreuzer.  About  21  different 
kreuzers  had  been  struck  for  various  events  until  1960  (!).  Some  of 
these  were  legal  tender,  some  'only'  medals.  But  however,  some  of  the 
medals  crept  into  circulation  too.  Yours  is  the  first  Gedenkkreuzer 3 
more  a medal  than  a coin.  On  the  obverse  you  see  the  crowned  S for 
Sophie  surrounded  by  rays.  Around  the  S is  a ribbon  with  a slipknot 
bearing  the  inscription:  LIEBE  UM  LIEBE  meaning  LOVE  FOR  LOVE.  The 
reverse  shows  a sun  rising  from  behind  clouds.  The  inscription  takes 
up  this  picture  with  the  words:  SIE  GEHT  WIEDER  HERVOR  D.  22  APR.  1832* 
total: SIE  GEHT  WIEDER  HERVOR  DEN  22.  APRIL  1832  *.  Translation:  SHE 
COMES  FORTH  AGAIN  THE  22nd.  APRIL  1832  *.  Karlsruhe  is,  as  you  know, 
is  the  city  were  the  Duchess  lived.  In  German,  the  sun  is  female: 
die  sonne3  so  the  word  SIE  (she)  refers  to  the  sun  and  to  Sophie  too. 

Berstett  ( Munzgeschichte  des  Zahringen-Badischen  Furstenhauses  ...Frei- 
burg 1846)  wrote:  "This  little  medal  was  distributed  in  the  three 
different  metals  during  the  celebration  which  took  place  when  the  lying- 
in-woman  appeared  to  the  people  for  the  first  time  after  the  birth  of 
Prince  Carl -Friedri ch. " 

In  some  publications  you  can  read  the  wrong  information,  that  this 
Gedenk-kreuzer  was  struck  to  commemorate  the  confinement.  I got  this 
information  from  a friend,  Herbert  K.  Lorenz,  of  the  city  of  Essen, 
where  I once  lived  too.  He  also  wrote  some  articles  on  the  subject 
of  Gedenkkreuzer s.  I am  happy  to  enlighten  you  on  the  "mystery"  of 
your  little  medal. 

Walther  Hilke,  NI  #785 
LUneburg,  Germany 


"Collector's  Alert"  on  the  Petain  Piefort  1941 

The  Piefort  of  France,  Y-V97,  5 Francs,  Petain,  1941,  was  thought 
to  exist  in  only  TWO  pieces  for  many  years,  however,  be  advised 
that  this  year  large  numbers  are  appearing  the  the  USA. 

Carl  F.  Chirico,  Jr.  NI  #1885 
Fayetteville,  Pennsylvania 

******************************************************************** 

USSR  ISSUES  LATEST  IN  SERIES  OF  COMMEMORATIVES : On  March  29,  1983, 

a new  One  Ruble  piece  was  issued  in  the  USSR  commemorating  the  165th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  and  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Karl  Marx.  This  is  the  15th  cupro-nickel  commemorative  Ruble  piece 
issued  since  1976.  (Submitted  by  Igor  G.  Victor ov) . 
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POLISH  THALERS 


by  Russell  S.  Clunan , II,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  IJSA 

(Text  of  his  1st  Place  exhibit  at  the  1980  New  Orleans  ANA  Convention ) 


The  intent  of  this  article  is  to  give  you  a general  overview  of  Po- 
land's largest  silver  coin,  the  Thaler,  and  to  trace  its  development 
from  its  beginnings  in  the  16th  century  to  the  Russian-Polish  issues 
of  the  19th  century. 


Although  certain  metallic  issues  of  Sigismund  August  (1548-1572)  were 
of  thaler  size  and  silver  content,  it  is  generally  held  that  the  first 
of  Poland's  thalers  were  issued  during  the  reign  of  Stephen  Bathory 
(1576-15861 . By  this  time  Poland's  prestige  and  economic  power  were 

reaching  their  zenith 
and  a more  complex 
economic  system  was 
created  to  meet  i 
needs.  A vital 
part  of  this 
system  was  the 
issuance  of  a 
coin  of  suffi- 
cent  value  to 
serve  inter- 
national trade. 

These  coins,  struck 
from  1580-83,  featured 
Thaler  # 1 , of  Stephan  a crowned  and  ar-  Thaler  #2,  Rev.  of  Danzig 
Bathory , struck  1580-83  mo red  half-length  siege  coin  of  1577 

bust  of  Stephen 

facing  right  (See  Thaler  # 1 ).  The  inscription  translates  to  Stephan, 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania.  The 
reverse  features  the  quartered  arms  of  Pol  and, Lithuania  with  the  Ba- 
thory coat  of  arms  in  its  center  (not  shown).  This  39  mm.  type  coin 
was  not  represented  in  either  the  Stanislaw  Herstal  or  Judge  Joseph 
Sawicki  collections.  It  is  estimated  that  less  than  twenty  of  these 
crown  issue  thalers  exist.  This  particular  piece  is  the  Davenport 
plate  coins  (#8429).  Thaler  #2  is  another  early  thaler.  The  seaport 
of  Danzig  (Gdansk,  today)  was  opposed  to  Stephan's  election  as  king 
and  began  intrigues  with  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor  Maximilian  in  the  hope 
of  ousting  Stephan.  In  order  to  consolidate  his  authority  and  for  the 
economic  good  of  the  country,  as  Danzig  was  a major  trading  center, 
Stephen  was  forced  to  lay  siege  to  it  in  1577.  In  order  to  provide 
necessary  emergency  currency,  the  Danzig  mint  issued  a series  of  coins 
in  denominations  of  schilling,  groschen,  1/2  and  1 thaler,  and  ducat. 
The  coin  here  (#2),  shows  the  reverse  of  one  of  these  thalers.  It 
has  a half-length  figure  of  Christ  facing  right  making  a sign  of  bene- 
diction and  holding  an  orb.  The  legend  states  Defend  us  Christ  our 
Savior.  The  obverse  has  the  crowned  arms  of  Danzig.  EX  Judge  Joseph 
Sawicki  Collection. 


Born  the  elder  son  of  John  III  of  Sweden,  Sigismund  III  (1587-1632) 
was  the  first  of  the  Vasa  Dynasty.  For  a brief  period  he  was  also 
King  of  Sweden  (1592-1599).  The  most  outstanding  thing  about  his 
coinage  is  the  large  number  he  had  struck.  This  tremendous  number  is 
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Thaler  #3,  of  Sigismund  TIT, 
struck  in  Bromberg  in  1630 


Thaler  §4 1 City  coinage,  of 
Thom  (To run) , rev. , 1630 


understandable  when  one  realizes  that  he  operated  fifteen  mints. 

Thaler  # 3 (obverse  shown)  struck  in  Bromberg  in  1630,  is  one  of  the 
many  thalers  he  issued  In  general,  it  is  quite  similar  to  that  of 
Stephan.  The  small  insignia  at  the  base  of  the  coin  is  the  coat  of 
arms  of  Herman  Legeza , crown  treasurer  from  1624-32.  Of  all  Poland's 
earlier  thalers,  those  of  Sigismund  are  probably  the  most  easily  ob- 
tainable. With  Poland's  new-found  prosperity,  we  find  the  first  of 
the  Polish  cities  issuing  thalers  Coin  # 4 , of  Thorn  is  one  such  ex- 
ample. The  reverse  above  features  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  city  sur- 
rounded by  the  legend  New  silver  money  of  the  city  of  Thorn,  1630 . 

The  small  letters  HL  at  the  lower  left  and  right  of  the  shield  are 
for  the  mintmaster,  Hans  Lippe  (1629-1630).  The  obverse  is  of  the 
same  design  as  coin  #3.  Another  thaler  of  Thorn  is  Thaler  #5.  Struck 

in  1629  to  commemorate  Sweden's  unsuccessful 
siege  of  the  city,  it  is  Poland's  only  numis- 
matic reminder  of  its  involvement  in  the 
Thirty  Years'  War  (1618-1648).  The  Swedish 
commander  Wrangel  delivered  the  final  as- 
sault on  February  16  and  although  parts 
of  the  city  were  set  afire,  the  Polish 
forces  held.  Thought  to  be  the  work  of 
Herman  Hema  this  thaler  depicts  Thorn 
in  flames  viewed  from  across  the  Vistula 
River.  Close  observation  will  reveal  both 
'Swedish  land  and  naval  forces  in  the  fore- 
ground. The  legend  "Fides.et.Constantia  per 
Ignem. Probata"  translates  to  Loyalty  and 
Steadfastness  through  trial  by  fire.  The  re- 
verse has  a simple  seven  line  inscription 
below  the  city's  arms.  It  says  Thom.  - 
Though  a hostile  assault,  strong  help  from 
the  city's  defenses  - 16  February,  1629. 

Upon  the  death  of  Sigismund,  his  son,  Wladislaw  IV  (1633-1648),  came 
to  the  throne.  Except  for  some  rare  patterns,  he  issued  no  minor  coins 
for  Poland.  The  bulk  of  his  coins  were  1/2  and  1 thaler  pieces  used 
for  external  trade.  Three  of  the  four  types  of  thalers  he  issued  are 
shov/n  here  (Thalers  6-8).  The  first  was  struck  at  the  royal  mint  in 
Bromberg.  Its  design  differs  from  earlier  thalers  in  that  it  features 


Thaler  #3,  obv.  Poland's 
only  numismatic  reminder 
of  the  Thirty  Years ' War. 


183 


Thalev  § 6 , Wladislaw  IV, 
Portrait  issue,  Bromberg 
mint,  1642 


Thaler  §7,  Danzig  mint  issue 
of  lima.  Gerhard  Rogge 


the  king's  bust  rather  than  half-length  portrait.  The  legend  trans- 
lates to  Wladislaw  IV,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Poland,  Grand  Duke 
of  Lithuania,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Masovia.  Thaler  § 7 was  issued  by 
Danzig  in  1639.  As  with  all  city  issues,  it  features  their  coat  of 
arms;  in  this  case,  the  rampant  lion  of  Danzig  holding  the  city's 
shield.  Below  the  lion  are  the  initials  GR  which  stand  for  Danzig's 
mintmaster  Gerhard  Rogge.  Thaler  § 8 was  issued  by  Thorn  in  1638.  the 

The  initials  II  are  for  mintmaster  Jacob  Jacob- 
sen. It  is  interesting  to  note  the  style 
changes  between  this  piece  and  Thaler  #4. 


Thaler  §8,  also  of  King 
Wladislaw  IV,  Thom,  1638 


shows  a crowned  bust  of  the  king. 

Thaler  §10  is  an  extremely  rare 
thaler.  Struck  in  1655,  at  the 
height  of  the  Swedish  invasion  of 
Poland,  it  is  estimated  that  fewer 
than  twelve  coins  of  this  date  exist 
Its  distinctively  "grey"  color,  smal 
diameter  and  overall  lack  of  quality 
fleets  a debased  coin  struck  under  Thaler  §8,  King  John  Casimir, 
harsh  times  (compared  to  Thaler  #9).  issued  by  Danzig,  1649  showing 
Thaler  §11  is  the  reverse  of  a Thorn  portrays  a bust  of  the  king, 
thaler  of  1650.  Careful  examination  crowned,  wearing  fancy  robes. 


John  Casimir  became  king  of  Poland  after 
his  brother's  death  and  held  the  throne 
for  twenty  years  (1648-1668).  During 
his  reign,  thalers  were  struck  by  Dan- 
zig, Thorn,  and  Elbing  as  well  as  five 
crown  mints.  Thalers  §9  and  §10  were 
issued  by  Danzig.  The  first,  dated  1649, 


i 
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Thaler  #10,  King  John 
Casimir,  Danzig,  1655, 
an  extremely  rare  coin 


Thaler  #11,  of  the  same  king. 
Thorn  mint,  1650,  an  overdate 
of  1649,  H.D.Lauer,  mintmaster 


will  reveal  its  being  an  Overdate  of  1649.  The  HDL  are  the  initials 
of  Hans  David  tauer,  mintmaster  of  Thorn  (1649-1668). 


The  reign  of  Michael  Korybut  (1669-1673)  produced  few  coins  due  to  a 
period  of  political  unrest.  In  fact,  the  only  thalers  struck  were  a 
mere  handful  issued  by  Elbing  in  1671.  Then,  the  premature  death  of 
Michael  brought  John  III  Sobieski  (1674-1696)  to  the  throne.  Once 
again,  only  a few  excessively  rare  thalers  were  issued. 

The  reign  of  Augustus  III  (1733-1763)  was 
one  of  cultural,  political,  and  economic 
decline.  This  digression  was  no  more 
evident  than  in  the  coinage.  The  thaler 
displayed  here  (#12)  is  among  the  best 
struck  one  will  come  across.  A singu- 
lar characteristic  of  his  coins  is  the 
weak  die  work  on  the  bust.  Seldom  is  a 
strong  portrait  encountered.  This  par- 
ticular coin  features  a crowned  small 
bust  of  the  king  rather  than  the  much 
more  common  large  portrait  type.  A small 
number  of  thalers  were  issued  by  Danzig. 

Thaler  #12,  of  King 
Augustus  III,  Danzig , 

Small  bust  issue 

Stanislaus  Augustus  (1764-1795)  was 
the  last  king  of  Poland.  During  his 
reign,  Poland  was  partitioned  three 
times.  The  final  one,  concluded  in 

•1795  by  Russia,  Prussia  and  Austria, 
wiped  Poland  from  the  map  of  Europe. 

The  three  thalers  exhibited  here 
(#’s  13-15)  mirror,  quite  clearly, 
these  changes.  Thaler  #13,  dated  1766 
shows  a very  elaborately  detailed  bust 

of  the  king.  Comparing  it  to  thaler  #14,  Thaler  #13,  1766 
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Thaler  #17,  obv.,  under  Russia 


town  of  Targowica  in  the  Ukraine 
and  entered  into  a secret  pact  with 
Cathrine  II  whereby  she  attempted 
to  restore  the  old  Polish  consti- 
tution by  force.  This  thaler  is 
very  unusual  in  that  it  has  none 
of  the  planchet  flaws  so  typical 
of  this  issue. 


The  Napoleonic  Wars  brought  "re- 
newed hope"  for  a free  Poland;  and, 
as  a result  of  her  loyal  support 
of  Bonaparte,  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Warsaw  was  created  (1807-  Thaler  #15,  the  Targowica  Thaler 
1814).  Land  taken  by  Prussia  during  the  second  and  third  partitions 
accounted  for  the  majority  of  the  area  used  to  form  the  Grand  Duchy. 

On  the  throne,  Napoleon  placed  Saxony's 
Friedrich  Augustus  III,  grandson  of 
Augustus  III.  Thus,  the  coat  of  arms 
used  on  the  coinage  bears  the  combined 
Saxon  and  Polish  arms.  The  thalers 
(#16)  feature  an  uncrowned  bust  of 
Friedrich  Augustus,  King  of  Saxony, 

Duke  of  Warsaw.  They  were  issued  in 
only  three  years  - 1811,  1812  & 1814. 


Thaler  #16,  obv.  King 
Friedrich  Augustus  III , 
ruler  of  Saxony  & Warsaw 


With  the  defeat  of  Napoleon  came 
the  fall  of  the  Grand  Duchy  and 
the  creation,  under  Russian  con- 
trol, of  the  Congress  Kingdom  of 
Poland.  Thaler  #17 , struck  in 
1825  under  Czar  Alexander  I (1825- 


Tlialer  #14,  obv.  of  King 
Stanislaus  Augustus,  1794 


struck  in  1794,  one  can  easily  get  a feel- 
ing of  how  the  country's  fortunes  took  a 
turn  for  the  worse.  Both  the  portrait 
and  the  die  work  show  a lack  of  vitality. 
Note  also  the  reduced  size  of  this  debased 
thaler  as  it  has  a value  of  6 zlotychas 
compared  to  8 zlotych  for  the  1766  issue. 
Probably  one  of  the  most  interesting 
Polish  thalers  is  thaler  #15.  Labeled 
the  Targowica  Thaler , it  was  issued  by 
a group  of  Polish  noblemen  who  disagreed 
with  Stanislaus'  enlightened  reform  pol- 
icies and  felt  that  closer  Russian  ties 
were  the  answer  to  their  country's  pro- 
blems. On  May  3,  1793,  they  met  at  the 


186 


1825),  features  his  uncrowned  bust  facing  right  and  surrounded  by  the 
legend  Alexander  I,  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  King  of  Roland.  Its 

monetary  value  was  10  zlotych  or  1 1/2  Russian  rubles.  They  were 
struck  between  1820  and  1825  and  had  a total  mintage  of  3,800  (est.). 
This  particular  piece  is  believed  to  be  one  of  225.  A tightening  of 
Russian  control  due  to  the  Polish  insurrection  of  1830  produced,  un- 
der Nicholas  I (1825-1855),  coinage 
(Thaler  #18)  of  a bilingual  nature. 

The  main  design  feature  became  the  dou- 
ble-headed eagle  of  Russia.  The  Polish 
eagle  was  relegated  to  one  of  six  pro- 
vincial shields  on  the  Russian  eagle's 
wing  (see  upper  right).  The  Hr  initials 
below  the  eagle  belong  to  Nicolai  Gra- 
chev, mintmaster  at  St.  Petersburg,  Rus- 
sia from  1825-1842.  Note  the  legend 
which  is  written  in  Russian.  The  re- 
verse has  the  denomination  written  in 
both  Russian  and  Polish,  surrounded  by 
an  oak  wreath. 


Thaler  #18,  Russo- 
Polish  coinage  under 
Nicholas  I.  Note  Po- 
lish eagle  on  top  left 
wing  (viewer's  rt). 

take  on  a somewhat  different 
doms  comes  to  an  end. 


Although  the  above  coin  was  the  last  ma- 
jor thaler  of  the  19th  century,  this 
does  not  mean  that  Poland  stopped  is- 
suing large  silver  coins.  This  ends 
here  because  the  coins  now  begin  to 
function  as  the  era  of  princes  and  king- 


(Editors'  Note:  Puss  has  also  authored  a five-part  series  "The  History 
of  Poland's  Minor  Coins”  in  the  OIN  JOURNAL.  It  covers  Poland's  small 
coins  from  1306  un.til  1914 , in  JOIN  issues  4th  Quarter  '77 /1st  Quarter 
1978  (combined  issue)  and  ending  in  the  3rd  issue  of  1979.) 
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(Reduced  Size) 


WILDWOOD  ELKS  LODGE  ISSUES  COIN  WEEK 
TRADE  DOLLARS  FOR  SECOND  STRAIGHT  YEAR 


The  Wildwood  Elks  Lodge  #411  of  Wild- 
wood, Alberta,  Canada  has  for  the  sec- 
ond year  in  a row  issued  a three  metal 
set  of  Trade  Dollars  in  the  denomination 
of  $2.50,  commemorating  1983  World  Coin 
Week  which  was  held  April  17-24th,  1983. 

The  set  was  issued  in  Bronze,  Brass  and 
Nickel-Silver.  Several  specimens  were 
gold-plated  for  a fourth  variety  of  the 
set. 

Information  on  these  trade  dollars,  as 
well  as  previous  issues  of  the  Wildwood 
Elks  Lodge,  can  be  obtained  by  writing: 

Wildwood  Elks  Lodge  #411 
Mr.  Nick  Myschuk 
Wildwood,  Alberta, 

CANADA  TOE  2M0 
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SILVER  CONTENT  OF  THE  DUTCH  ONE-STUIVER  PIECE: 
A CASE  OF  STABILITY 


by  Jeff  Schwartz,  Grave,  Holland,  NI  # 1534 

The  Dutch  coinage  of  the  Republican  Period  (1568-1806)  is  marked  by 
relatively  high  inflation  at  the  beginning  and  extreme  stability 
after  the  early  17th  century  and  indeed  continuing  into  the  recent 
past.  This  can  be  illustrated  by  the  history  of  one  denomination,  the 
stuiver . 

During  most  of  the  Republic  and  the  latter  Middle  Ages,  Dutch  coin- 
age was  based  on  the  stuiver  (much  as  English  coinage  was  based  on  the 
shilling),  higher  denominations  being  expressed  in  multiples  thereof. 
The  original  stuiver  or  double  groat  was  a large  thin  medieval  Flemish 
silver  coin.  In  the  period  in  question  the  stuiver  had  generated  into 
a small  silver  or  larger  billon  coin.  It  was  to  continue  as  a small 
silver  coin  until  1887.  The  present  Dutch  bronze  5 cent  piece  unof- 
ficially still  bears  the  name. 

Independent  Dutch  Republican  coinage  begins  in  1576  when  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Netherlands  went  their  separate  ways,  the  latter  remaining 
under  Spanish  hegemony,  the  former  continuing  to  fight  a war  of  inde- 
pendence which  lasted  with  interruptions  from  1568  to  1648.  The  first 
stuivers  coined  after  1576  had  a content  of  .71  gram  of  fine  silver. 
These  were  the  "Staten  Stuivers"  or  stuivers  of  the  states,  which  were 
lighter  than  the  older  (Standard)  stuivers.  The  difference,  5%,  was 
a kind  of  tax  to  the  fledgeling  government  to  help  finance  the  war 
against  Philip  II  of  Spain.  Around  1600  we  see  the  partial  reemergence 
of  this  heavier  stuiver  of  .74  gm,  but  with  bad  money  already  having 
driven  out  good,  this  older  stuiver  revival  was  short-lived. 

The  war  caused  further  debasing  of  the  stuiver  to  .55  gm. in  1595  and 
.50  gm.  around  1610.  At  that  time  the  12  years'  Truce  with  Spain  was 
in  effect  and  the  coinage  could  be  stabilized.  No  major  changes  were 
to  take  place  until  after  de  jure  independence  was  achieved  in  1648. 

In  the  1670's  foreign  invasions  of  large  parts  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands necessitated  a further  devaluation  to  .47  gm.  The  stuiver  con- 
tinued at  this  level  until  the  end  of  the  Republic. 

Looking  carefully  at  the  table(right) , several  oddities  are  apparent: 

(1)  There  is  little  continuity  of  production  of  stuivers.  Indeed 
six  other  mints  did  not  strike  any  at  all.  (2)  At  several  times 
stuivers  of  varying  silver  content  were  being  struck  simultaneously. 

(3)  A later  stuiver  is  not  always  lighter  than  its  predecessor.  Some 
examples  of  2 and  3 are  worth  examining. 

The  lightest  stuiver  (Arnhem  cl600  .25  gm.)  was  produced  at  a time 
when  the  normal  piece  was  2 to  3 times  heavier.  As  this  was  the  only 
Arnhem  stuiver  and  merely  a one-year  type,  little  importance  need  be 
attached  to  it.  The  municipal  Groningen  stuiver  of  the  same  time  is 
a similar  case.  They  probably  were  attempts  to  augment  their  respec- 
tive city  treasuries. 
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The  second-lightest  stuiver  was  produced  in  Zeeland  from  1681  to  1737 
and  cannot,  therefore,  be  dismissed  as  a short-lived  attempt  to  "Make 
money  out  of  making  money".  It  and  the  .43  gm.  stuivers  of  almost  the 
same  time  are  part  of  a completely  respectible  monetary  tradition. 
Similiarly,  until  1935  the  parts  of  the  US  Dollar  contained  propor- 
tionally slightly  less  silver  than  the  dollar  itself.  A similar  situ- 
ation prevailed  with  coins  of  the  Latin  Monetary  Union.  In  the  the 
larger  multiple  stuiver  coinage  of  the  United  Netherlands,  the  multi- 
ples contained  roughly  .50  gm.  of  fine  silver  per  stuiver  until  around 
1674  and  about  .48  gm.  thereafter.  The  national  decision  to  coin  single 
stuivers  of  .47  gm.  after  1737  merely  marks  a return  to  practically 
full  intrinsic  value  stuivers. 

This  last  Republican  stuiver  was  coined  unchanged  in  silver  content 
until  the  end  of  the  Republic.  After  the  Napoleonic  interlude  the 
stuiver  reappeared  as  5 cents  of  a decimalized  guilder  coinage,  with 
.48  gm.  fine  silver.  In  1840  this  was  reduced  to  .44  gm.  The  last 
silver  stuivers  were  minted  in  1887  and  remained  in  circulation  until 
1908. 

Taking  the  standard  of  1610  as  a base,  the  silver  content  of  the  stui- 
vers in  circulation  almost  three  centuries  later  was  roughly  88%  of 
that  standard.  Rarely  has  the  intrinsic  value  of  a small  silver 
coin  been  so  stable  over  such  a long  period. 

********************************************************************* 
BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section  for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section.) 

Catalog  on  Alexandrian  coinage  reprinted 

Sanford  J.  Durst,  New  York  based  numismatic  book  publisher,  has  an- 
nounced the  reissuance  of  a major  reference  on  ancient  numismatis  - 

The  Catalog  of  Alexandrian  Coins j by  J.  G.  Milne. 

This  is  the  only  up  to  date  and  detail  reference  on  this  coinage, 
which  transcends  both  the  Greek  & Roman  Empires,  both  of  which  oc- 
cupied the  City  of  Alexandria  over  a span  of  hundreds  of  years. 
Alexandria,  an  Egyptian  city,  stands  at  the  apex  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  travellers,  merchants  and  foreign  armies  perpetually  crossed  its 
path. 

One  of  the  most  prestigious  institutions  in  the  Western  World,  the 
Ashmoleon  Museum,  at  Oxford  University  in  England,  originally  under- 
wrote the  issuance  of  this  catalog,  and  later  its  updating  with  new 
data.  By  special  arrangement  with  the  Visitors  (Trustees)  of  the 
Museum,  Durst  has  been  able  to  arrange  the  availability  of  the  long 
out  of  date  book.  Published  in  large  format  of  nearly  200  pages 
the  volume  includes  extensive  details  on  the  coinage  of  nearly  50 
Emperors,  whose  coinage  emanated  from  the  city.  Included  are  num- 
erous full  page  plates,  and  two  pull  out  charts. 

This  new  reprint  will  be  printed  in  a limited  500  copy  issue  and  is 
now  available  from  the  publisher  at  $50.00.  All  orders  and  inquiries 
should  be  directed  to  Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28  41st  Avenue,  L.I.C. 

New  York,  N.  Y.  11101 . 
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The  Manx  Coinage  of  James  Stanley 

by  Mark  Terpin , Cambridge,  Mass.,  NI  #1642 

The  copper  pennies  and  halfpennies  issued  for  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1709 
constituted  its  first  government  coinage.  They  were  issued  under 
James  Stanley,  the  tenth  Earl  of  Derby,  who  ruled  as  the  Lord  of  Man 
from  1702  until  his  death  in  1736,  when  the  title  was  inherited  by 
the  Duke  of  Atholl.  The  Stanleys  ruled  the  island  since  1406,  when 
King  Henry  IV  granted  the  sovereign  rights  to  John  de  Stanley  the 
first  Earl  of  Derby. 


Before  this  issue,  the  coinage  circulating  on  the  island  included 
English  and  Irish  tokens,  and  various  base  coins  of  Europe.  Many  of 
these  were  brought  in  by  smugglers  who  frequented  the  island  because 
of  its  location,  and  because  it  was  not  subject  to  British  law.  The 
Stanley  issue  was  intended  to  replace  these  coins,  although  spurious 
coins  persisted  in  circulation  until  the  1840's. 

The  1709  coins  were  of  cast  copper,  and  were  very  crudely  executed. 
Also,  their  intrinsic  value  was  about  half  their  nominal  value  (which 
was  set  at  13  Manx  pennies  to  the  English  shilling).  As  a result, 
counterfeits  immediately  became  a problem.  In  order  to  prevent  coun- 
terfeiting, a law  was  passed  ordering  all  persons  to  bring  to  the  re- 
spective captains  of  their  parishes,  all  copper  money  to  be  examined 
and  counted,  once  a year.  However,  this  measure  did  not  stop  counter- 
feiters, and  eventually  the  genuine  pieces  in  circulation  were  out- 
numbered. In  1733,  a large  number  of  struck  pennies  and  halfpennies 
with  a similar  design  were  issued  to  replace  the  coins  of  1709.  The 
new  issue  was  of  much  better  workmanship,  and  the  earlier  coinage  was 
declared  to  be  no  longer  a legal  payment. 

The  heraldic  devices  on  the  coins  are  rather  interesting.  On  the  ob- 
verse are  the  arms  of  the  Isle  of  Man:  a triquetra  of  three  legs,  armed 
and  spurred,  conjoined  in  fess  at  the  thighs.  It  is  unknown  how  the 
emblem  originally  became  associated  with  the  Isle  of  Man,  but  it  was 
probably  intended  as  a symbolic  representation  of  the  position  of  the 
island  relative  to  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  when  each  was  a 
separate  kingdom.  The  legs  in  mail  have  been  said  to  denote  the  power 
of  self  defense,  and  the  spurred  heels,  speed  to  resent  any  insult 
from  the  surrounding  neighbors.  The  latin  motto  is  Ieceris  stabit 
quocunque --"Whatever  way  you  throw  it,  it  will  stand".  No  trans- 
position of  these  three  words  changes  their  true  meaning,  and  neither 
can  the  height  of  the  three  legs  be  changed. 


The  Earl's  Penny  of  1709 
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On  the  coin's  reverse  are  the  arms  of  the  Stanley  family:  an  eagle 
overlooking  its  eyrie,  which  contains  an  infant  child.  Above  the 
emblem  is  the  motto  Sans  Changer--" Without  Change",  and  below  the 
emblem  is  the  date.  To  explain  the  origin  of  this  emblem,  I would 
like  to  cite  a passage  from  Rutter's  Memoirs  of  the  House  of  Stanley ; 

"In  the  year  1340,  Sir  Thomas  de  Lantham,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
cashire, married  the  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  Hauson  de  Massey,  of 
Durham  Massey,  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  by  whom  he  had  only  one 
child,  a daughter,  named  Isabel. 

As  Sir  Thomas  and  his  lady  were  walking  one  day  through  that  part 
of  the  great  park  at  Latham,  called  the  Wilderness,  they  heard  the 
cries  of  an  infant  proceed  from  an  eagle's  eyrie.  The  nest  was 
quickly  brought  to  the  ground,  and  found  to  contain  a male  child 
wrapped  in  fine  swaddling  clothes.  He  was  taken  to  Latham  House, 
baptised  'Oskatel',  to  which  was  added  'de  Latham,'  on  account  of 
his  having  been  taken  under  the  protection  of  that  family. 

Oskatel  received  a liberal  education,  and  being  of  a fascinating 
disposition,  was  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
present  at  the  great  tournament  at  Winchester,  where  the  French 
champion  was  slain,  and  was  there  knighted  by  the  King,  along  with 
John  de  Stanley,  who  had  married  Isabel,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
and  Lady  de  Latham. 

Sir  Thomas  and  his  Lady  were  now  greatly  advanced  in  years.  In 
order,  therefore,  that  the  name  of  Latham  might  not  wholly  pass  away 
in  the  female  line.  Sir  Thomas  made  Sir  Oskatel  his  heir,  and  granted 
him  in  perpetuity  the  manors  of  Islam  and  Urmston,  near  Manchester, 
with  many  lands  and  tenements  in  the  county  of  Cheshire.  The 
greater  part  of  his  immense  fortune,  however,  he  conferred  on  Sir 
John  Stanley,  on  his  assuming  for  his  crest  the  "Eagle  and  Child" 

--an  armorial  bearing  which  still  continues  in  that  family  to  this  day 

In  the  days  of  superstition  and  bigotry,  the  discovery  of  an  infant  in 
the  situation  and  under  the  circumstances  just  described,  was  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a miracle  of  the  highest  class;  according  to 
Seacome,  the  placing  of  the  child  in  the  eyrie,  was  only  a stratagem 
sucessfully  accomplished  by  Sir  Thomas  to  deceive  his  lady  and  the 
censorious  world  as  to  the  real  cause  of  his  adopting  as  his  heir  Sir 
Oskatel,  who  was  his  natural  son  by  a lady  of  that  name, 

★******★***★****★**★★******★***★*★**★★*★****★★*★*****★•*'★*■*'★'*'*****★*** 
INFORMATION,  Please 


Chuzan  Tsuho 


The  illustration  is  from  the  June  1967 
issue  of  Novak's  Cash  on  the  Line  series. 
It  simply  states  it  is  CHUZAN  TSUHO,  made 
in  Okinawa  in  1349-1407.  Can  anyone  iden- 
tify it?  Is  it  for  real  or  someone's 
imagination,  the  owner  asks. 
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TWO  TROUBLESOME  YEARS  IN 
THE  HISTORY  OF  IMPERIAL  ROME 


by  Walter  Bergman , Cape  Town,  South  Africa , F.S.A.N.S.  , NI  ft 1783 


Within  the  years  68  and  69  A.D.  the  Roman  empire  was  ruled  consecutive- 
ly by  five  emperors.  In  addition  to  these  there  was  one  other  Roman 
dignitary  who  disapproved  of  one  of  the  proclaimed  emperors  and  chal- 
lenged him.  All  these  men  appear  on  coins,  which  they  ordered  to  be 
struck  in  their  names,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the  events 
which  brought  about  this  changing  scene. 

In  54  A.D.  the  Emperor  NERO  had  come 
to  the  throne,  when  he  was  only  17 
years  old.  Owing  to  his  youth  the 
government  was  entrusted  into  the 
care  of  capable  advisors,  hence  the 
first  part  of  Nero's  reign  was  un- 
eventful. Soon,  however,  Nero  showed 
himself  to  be  tyrannical  and  very 
vain.  He  considered  himself  a 
great  sportsman,  musician  and  actor, 
and  singing  and  playing  the  lyre  he  entered  all  competitions,  invari- 
ably claiming  the  winning  honors.  He  had  his  own  mother,  his  tutor 
and  many  Roman  dignitaries  murdered,  and  this,  as  well  as  his  ever  in- 
creasing extravagances,  made  him  most  unpopular.  When  in  the  year  64 
a great  part  of  Rome  was  destroyed  by  a fire,  he  was  said  to  have  fid- 
dled whilst  Rome  burned,  instead  of  summoning  all  the  help  he  could, 
to  extinguish  the  fire.  He  persecuted  Christians  whom  he  blamed  for 
the  conflagration,  but  it  is  generally  believed,  and  probably  not  with- 
out reason,  that  it  was  he  who  had  started  the  blaze.  In  the  year  68 
a revolt  against  Nero  broke  out  in  some  of  the  more  important  colonies 
of  the  empire,  such  as  in  Spain,  and  when  the  Praetorians,  bodyguards 
of  the  emperor,  deserted  him,  Nero  committed  suicide.  He  was  only  31 
years  of  age. 


!P  r 


An  AE  AS  of  Emp.  Nero 


The  artists  of  that  period  who  designed  the  Roman  coins  were  known  to 
portray  their  emperors  in  a great  measure  of  actual  likeness.  Looking 
at  the  coins  of  Nero,  he  strikes  one  as  the  self-loving,  overbearing 
and  vain  person  he  was. 


When  the  troops  in  Spain  revolted  against 
Nero,  they  came  out  for  GALBA  in  Nero's 
stead.  Galba  at  that  time  was  governor 
of  a part  of  Spain.  His  administrative 
career  under  the  three  preceeding  emperors 
had  been  unblemished,  and  after  Nero's 
suicide,  the  Roman  Senate  confirmed  him 
as  emperor.  Only  thereafter  did  Galba 
leave  for  Rome.  He  was  a very  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian, which  brought  him  into  conflict  with  the  army.  What  made 
matters  worse,  however,  was  the  fact  that  he  was  also  extremely  avari- 
cious. Having  made  certain  financial  promises  to  his  troops,  he  did 
not  honor  them,  when  the  time  for  pay-out  came.  Not  surprisingly,  his 
soldiers  turned  against  him.  A conspiracy  was  organized  by  OTHO,  a 
one-time  friend  of  Nero.  After  Nero's  death,  this  Otho  had  given  all 
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AV  Aureus  of  Emp.  Galba 
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AR  Denarius  of  Otho 


Otho,  left 
C.  Maeer.  rt 


Rare  portrait  Denarius 


his  support  to  Galba  in  the  hope  of  being  named  Galba 's  heir  to  the 
throne.  But  Galba  made  other  arrangements,  and  a disappointed  Otho 
now  took  revenge.  At  the  age  of  63  years  and  a reign  lasting  only 
seven  months,  Galba  was  assassinated.  On  his  coins  Galba  looks  a stern 
and  unbending  man. 


Reverting  to  the  time  when  Galba  had  been  proclaimed  emperor  by  the  army 
in  Spain,  a certain  CLAUDIUS  MACER  (photo  top  right)  had  been  governor 
of  Roman  Africa,  to  which  post  he  had  been  appointed  by  Nero.  When 
after  Nero's  suicide  Galba  assumed  the  purple,  C.  Macer,  for  reasons  of 
his  own,  refused  to  acknowledge  him.  The  supply  of  corn  from  Africa 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Rome,  and  Macer  threatened  to  withhold 
this.  Making  his  followers  believe  that  he  acted  in  the  interests  of 
the  Roman  Senate,  he  went  as  far  as  to  raise  a new  legion  to  be  used 
against  the  emperor.  Upon  Galba' s orders,  however,  Macer  was  appre- 
hended and,  still  in  the  year  68,  executed.  It  is  generally  accepted 
that  Macer  never  considered  himself  emperor,  nor  can  he  really  be  cal- 
led a usurper. 


All  coins  of  Claudius  Macer  are  exceedingly  rare.  Some  of  those  which 
exist  do  not  show  his  portrait,  and  those  which  do,  are  so  rare,  that 
the  ordinary  numismatist  is  most  unlikely  to  ever  cast  his  eye  on  them. 
Hence  a character  interpretation  of  Claudius  Macer 's  coin  portrait  is 
regrettably  not  possible. 


As  already  pointed  out,  the  revolt  staged  by  Otho  resulted  in  Galba' s 
assassination.  On  15th  January,  69,  Otho  was  proclaimed  emperor.  The 
Roman  army  stationed  on  the  River  Rhine,  however,  had  already  chosen 
its  commander  Vitellius  to  be  its  emperor.  Vitellius  realizing  the 
danger  he  was  in,  moved  quickly  and  marched  on  Italy.  When  in  northern 

Italy  Otho's  troops  were  con- 
fronted by  the  army  of  Vitel- 
lius and  were  defeated,  Otho 
committed  suicide,  being  then 
37  years  old.  His  reign  had 
lasted  a mere  three  months. 

On  his  coins  Otho  appears  as 
a determined,  self-assured  and 
good-looking  young  man.  What 
strikes  one  most  is  the  fact 
f E AS  of  Vitellius , 69  AD  that  he  is  always  represented 

wearing  a wig.  Thus  already  at  an  early  age  he  must  have  been  bald. 


VITELLIUS  had  now  become  the  undisputed  ruler  of  the  Roman  world,  and 
he  remained  so  for  virtually  the  whole  of  the  year  69.  His  reign  con- 
sisted of  one  orgy  of  continuous  feasting  at  banquets,  where,  it  is 
said  he  was  able  to  partake  of  incredible  quantities  of  food.  He  was 
a great  one  for  giving,  and  ordering  his  friends  to  give,  banquets, 
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which  must  have  been  quite  unbelievably  costly.  Not  only  was  he  a glut- 
ton, but  according  to  Suetonius,  the  Roman  historian,  he  was  also  a 
grand  drinker  of  wine,  and  most  of  the  time  he  had  a wine-flushed  ap- 
pearance. He  was  extremely  cruel  and  would  order  unsuspecting  people 
to  be  killed,  even  his  own  friends,  for  very  little  reason,  almost  for 
the  fun  of  it,  his  type  of  fun!  How  long  could  a reign  of  this  nature 
last? 


>/££*'**  UgTs 


JE  Sestertius  of  Emp.  Vespasian,  finished 
out  69  AD  and  ten  more  years. 


In  July,  69,  at  Alex- 
andria, VESPASIAN  had 
been  hailed  emperor, 
and  soon  thereafter 
some  of  the  Roman 
legions  in  other  parts 
of  the  empire  declared 
themselves  for  him. 
They  now  moved  towards 
Italy  and  Rome.  No 
opposition  was  encoun- 
tered. When  they  con- 
verged on  the  capital, 
Vitellius  toyed  with 
the  idea  of  abdicating.  He  had  the  audacity  to  approach  his  opponent 
through  an  intermediary  in  an  endeavour  to  find  out,  how  much  this 
would  be  worth  to  him.  At  a public  meeting  he  even  offered  his  resig- 
nation as  emperor,  but  almost  immediately  thereafter  changed  his  mind 
and  withdrew  the  offer.  He  vacillated,  not  knowing  how  to  handle  this 
situation.  Finally  Vespanian's  soldiers  entered  Rome  and,  as  could 
be  expected,  looted  the  palace.  Vitellius  was  found  in  a place  of 
hiding  within  the  palace.  He  was  seized,  dragged  through  the  streets 
of  Rome  and  then  killed  by  an  angry  mob.  He  was  54  years  old.  It  is 
generally  accepted  that  Vitellius  could  have  enjoyed  a much  longer 
life,  had  he  paid  as  much  attention  to  matters  of  state  as  to  the 
pleasures  of  the  table.  On  his  coins  he  is  shown  having  a double  chin, 
giving  one  the  impression  that  he  was  obese;  and  he  looks  a cruel  per- 
son. 


Who  was  this  VESPASIAN?  At  a guess,  examining  his  coin  portraits,  one 
would  immediately  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  he  came  of  humble  stock, 
and  indeed  that  was  so.  His  father  had  been  a tax  collector.  Vespa- 
sian had  made  the  army  his  career  and  having  proved  himself  a skillful 
soldier  he  rose  in  rank  step  by  step.  Under  the  Emperor  Claudius  he 
saw  service  in  Britain,  where  he  greatly  distinguished  himself.  He 
went  to  Greece  with  Nero  and  in  the  year  66  he  was  appointed  by  this 
same  emperor  to  quell  a rebellion  in  Judaea.  In  July,  69  the  Roman 
legions  at  Alexandria  proclaimed  him  their  emperor,  and  after  Vitel- 
lius ' death,  the  Senate  confirmed  his  appointment. 

Unlike  his  predecessors,  Vespasian  had  the  interests  of  the  empire  at 
heart.  He  was  a hard  worker,  and  one  of  his  first  tasks  was  to  restore 
normalcy  and  prosperity  to  his  realm  after  two  years  of  what  amounted 
to  civil  war.  He  had  appointed  his  eldest  son  Titus  whom  he  had  left 
behind  in  Judaea,  to  deal  with  the  subjugation  of  the  Jews,  and  that 
task  was  completed  in  the  year  70  with  the  capture  of  Jerusalem.  There- 
after, Titus  was  virtually  made  Vespasian's  co-ruler. 

Vespasian  was  an  honest,  straight-forward  person  who  gave  himself  no 
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airs.  He  was  a typical  countryman.  He  was  just,  and  there  was  no 
cruelty  within  him.  He  was  a good  emperor,  and  after  a reign  lasting 
almost  10  years  he  died  of  natural  causes. 

As  will  be  seen,  Vespasian  was  the  only  one  of  the  Roman  rulers  previ- 
ously discussed  who  did  not  commit  suicide  or  who  was  not  assassinated 
or  killed.  From  this  it  becomes  evident,  that  to  have  been  a Roman 
emperor  was  a very  hazardous  occupation  — but  then  again,  many  of  these 
rulers  deserved  their  lot. 

From  coins,  some  still  found  in  almost  mint  condition,  we  know  what 
these  emperors  really  looked  like.  Is  it  not  fun  collecting  such  coins, 
almost  two  thousand  years  old,  and  reconstructing  the  past? 

★★★****★★  ****★**★★**★★★★★***★*★*★******★★★***★★*★★★★★*★**★***  **■*■■****■* 

"DEKADRACHMS"  - NEW  CANADIAN  FIRM  TO  SPECIALIZE  IN  HIGH-QUALITY  ANCIENTS 

A new  Canadian  firm  specializing  in  high-quality  ancient  coins,  "Deka- 
drachms",  has  announced  its  commencement  of  business.  With  the  center 
of  operations  located  in  Ottawa,  the  new  outfit  will  concentrate  on 
rare  and  high-grade  Greek,  Roman  and  Byzantine  coins,  with  only  occas- 
ional departures  into  Oriental  and  medieval  fields. 

Owners  of  the  new  enterprise  say  the  business  has  been  carefully  plan- 
ned and  created  to  cater  to  an  area  of  the  market  presently  under- 
served in  Canada.  Simply  put,  there  are  very  few  reputable  firms  in 
Canada  specializing  in  the  location  and  placing  of  "museum  quality", 
or  even  high-grade  collectibe  ancient  coins.  Gold  coins  of  the  Roman 
empire  are  rarely  offered  in  Canada  - when  they  are  they  are  usually 
snapped  up  by  quali ty-starved  investors  and  collectors.  Even  high- 
grade  silver  coinage  of  the  Roman  and  Greek  mints  is  scarcely  avail- 
able, those  pieces  that  there  are  being  mainly  tucked  away  among  mas- 
ses of  lower-grade  material. 

Dekadrachms  will  issue  three  fixed  price  lists  annually,  and  will  hold 
one  auction  sale  late  in  each  fall.  It  plans  on  a high-quality  illus- 
trated, information-oriented  format  - "as  much  like  a specialist  maga- 
zine as  a price  list".  It  will  be  available  by  subscription  only  - 
$10  per  calendar  year  - though  sample  lists  can  be  obtained  by  sending 
only  $3  to  the  firm's  Ottawa  address. 

At  this  time  Dekadrachms  is  actively  engaged  instock-building,  and 
would  be  interested  to  hear  from  collectors  interested  in  selling  all 
or  part  of  high-quality  collections.  Consignments  will  also  be  ac- 
cepted forthwith  for  the  first  annual  auction,  to  be  held  in  November, 
1983. 

Consignment  terms  and  sample  lists,  as  described  above,  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  writing:  "Dekadrachms",  P.  0.  Box  508,  Station  A,  Ottawa, 

Canada  KIN  9H1 . 

★•A’********-**************'*-***********************-******'************** 

MEDIEVAL  RHODES:  The  first  coins  of  the  Military  Order,  based  in 

Rhodes,  before  moving  on  to  Malta,  were  struck  in  1316  under  the 
24th  Grand  Master  Foulques  de  Villarett. 
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COUNTERFEIT  COINS  OF  SPAIN 


by  Terris  C.  Howard,  Mukilteo,  Washington,  NI  # 1936 

My  collecting  interest  is  Spanish  coins,  including  the  Spanish  Philli- 
pines  and  Puerto  Rico  of  the  period,  1869  to  the  present.  While  collect- 
ing, I have  encountered  counterfeit  coins  of  the  epoch.  Some  of  these 
coins  were  listed  in  the  earlier  editions  of  the  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF 
WORLD  COINS  and  several  are  still  controversial  subjects  in  Spain  today. 

I have  also  acquired  the  majority  of  all  Spanish  coin  catalogues  to  as- 
sist in  the  collection  of  errors  and  varieties  existing  in  Spanish  coins. 
These  catalogues  also  contain  listings  of  the  many  counterfeits  of  the 
era. 

As  I encountered  unlisted  errors  and  varieties,  I started  compiling  a 
reference  catalogue  of  Spanish  coins.  I also  included  all  previously 
catalogued  counterfeit  coins.  I continually  update  this  catalogue  to 
add  unlisted  coins,  errors,  varieties  and  counterfeits  as  I acquire  or 
find  listed  in  the  many  auction  catalogues  or  fixed  price  lists  (U.S. 
and  Spanish). 

I was  surprised  to  find  that  many  dealers  here  in  the  United  States  had 
little  or  no  knowledge  of  counterfeit  coins  existing.  The  dealers  in 
Spain  do  not  have  this  problem  and  they  even  engage  in  selling  counter- 
fiets  as  they  are  considered  collectibles  because  of  their  silver  con- 
tent. I do  not  promote  the  selling  or  collecting  of  Spanish  counterfeits 
here  because  sometimes  a counterfeit  may  be  inadvertently  passed  on  as 
an  authentic  coin.  I do  recommend  that  authentication  be  made  before 
spending  large  sums  of  money  on  scarce  or  rare  Spanish  coins  of  any  era. 

The  Spanish  coins  that  were  counterfeited  more  than  others  were  the  5 
Pesetas  pieces,  also  called  "duros".  These  are  referred  to  in  Spain  as 
"Sevi llanos"  because  they  were  thought  to  have  been  produced  in  the  city 
of  Seville,  Spain.  Many  of  these  duros  are  expertly  made  and  in  some 
cases  with  imagination.  On  the  reverse  of  these  coins  exists  the  coat 
of  arms,  the  denomination  and  the  initials  of  the  assayes  and  weight 
master.  These  initials  can  be  found  in  all  catalogues  of  Spanish  coins. 
The  counterfeit  coins  of  the  era  have,  in  many  instances,  different 
initials  appearing  on  the  reverse.  An  example  of  this  is  the  1891  5 
Pesetas  coin: 


The  above  coins  are  all  silver  although  other  metals  such  as  cast  silver, 
silver-plated  brass  or  zinc  are  known  to  have  been  used.  The  5 Pesetas 
pieces  with  the  correct  initials  "PGM"  can  only  be  authenticated  by  ex- 
perts in  the  field  or  with  a knowledge  of  the  difference  between  the 
authentic  and  the  counterfeit  pieces. 

The  coins  that  should  be  authenticated  because  of  their  rarity  and  also 
the  fact  that  other  authentic  coins  can  be  expertly  altered  to  these 
dates  are  the  following: 


1891*18-91 

1891*18-91 

1891*18-91 

1891*18-91 


PGV  Counterfeit 
DEM  Counterfeit 
MPM  Counterfeit 
MGM  Counterfeit 
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1869*18-69  SNM 

1871*18-73  DEM 

1871*18-73  SDM 

1888*18-88  MSM 

1946*19-48 

1953*19-68 

1953*19-69 

1949*19-51 

1949*19-52 

1957*73 

1957*68 

1957*69 

1966*19-69 

All  Civil  War  Local 


5 Pesetas 
5 Pesetas 
5 Pesetas 
5 Pesetas 
1 Peseta 
2.50  Pesetas 
2.50  Pesetas 
5 Pesetas 
5 Pesetas 
75  Pesetas 
50  Pesetas 
50  Pesetas 
100  Pesetas 
Issues 


Note:  Modern  replicas  in  silverplated  brass 

and  sometimes  in  silver  are  known  to  exist 
in  any  date  you  desire. 

The  following  are  sources  of  authentication  services  and  they  should  be 
contacted  for  information  and  services  performed: 


ANACS 

P.  0.  Box  2366 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901-2366 

INS  Authentication  Bureau 
P.  0.  Box  19386 
Washington,  D.C.  20036 

National  Numismatic  Laboratory 
10  Columbus  Circle 
New  York,  N.Y.  10019 

IBSCC  (International  Bureau  for 
the  Supression  of  Counterfeit 
Coi ns ) 

P.  0.  Box  4QN 

London  W1A  4QN , ENGLAND 

X.  & F.  Calico 
Plaza  de  Angel  , 2 
Barcelona  - 2,  SPAIN 


National  Collectors  Laboratories 
P.  0.  Box  781,  Radio  City  Station 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10101 

Professional  Numismatics  Guild,  Inc. 

P . 0.  Box  430 

Van  Nuys  , CA  91 408 

ASEC0NUM 

Antonia  Maura,  11 
Madrid  - 14,  SPAIN 

Spanish  Coins  Research 
(Owned  by  the  the  author) 

P.  0.  Box  1048 
Mukilteo,  WA  98275 


A comprehensive  catalogue  of  Spanish  coins,  1868  to  the  present,  is 
being  compiled  and  will  list  all  known  coins,  patterns,  errors,  varieties 
and  counterfeits.  The  Huth  fantasies,  L.  Chr.  Lauer  - Nurnberg  imita- 
tions and  the  Union  Catalanista  monetary  forms  will  also  be  catalogued. 
The  counterfeit  coins  listed  in  this  catalogue  will  have  descriptive 
comments  to  identify  differences  between  the  counterfeit  and  the  auth- 
entic coins  (eg.  1891*18-91  PGM  5 Pesetas  described  earlier). 

(Ed.  : In  addition  to  El,  the  author  is  also  a member  of  the  American 

Numismatic  Association,  International  Bank  Note  Society,  International 
Numismatics  Society  and  a life  member  of  the  Asociacion  Numismatica 
Espaflola. ) 

*********************************************************************** 
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BRONZE  COINS  ISSUED  AS  NQN-TOKEN  COINAGE 


by  Pat  OMeara,  Dublin,  Ireland,  NI  ft 1984 

(Reprinted  with  permission  of  IRISH  NUMISMATICS,  May -June,  '81,  #87) 
INTRODUCTION 

We  are  accustomed  to  regarding  a bronze  coinage  as  a subsidiary  or  to- 
ken coinage,  conveying  small  values  and  supported  by  a Silver  or  Gold 
exchange  rate.  However,  at  various  times  in  the  past,  base  metal  coins 
were  issued  instead  of  precious  metal  ones,  when  Gold  or  Silver  was 
scarce  and  Bronze  especially  plentiful.  Naturally  the  bronze  had  to 
be  tendered  in  great  quantity  to  have  had  any  relationship  to  real 
value. 

Such  a coinage  had  certain  limitations.  Since  it  was  cumbersome,  it 
could  not  be  carried  in  volume  over  great  distances. 

Most  of  the  countries  using  coins  preferred  precious  metal  as  a medium 
of  exchange. 

These  two  factors  ensured  that  the  coinage  was  limited  in  circulation 
of  its  country  of  origin. 

The  following  are  examples  of  base  metal  coins  which  were  produced, 
having  their  intrinsic  value  equivalent  to  nominal  value. 

CHINA 

From  the  2nd  Century  B.C.  to  the  end  of  the  last  century,  China's  major 
coinage  was  the  small,  round,  bronze  cash  pieces  with  the  familiar 
square  hole  in  the  centre.  For  over  2,000  years  these  small  coins 
were  the  standard  coin  for  small  transactions. 


CHINA.  420  AD.  Is- 
sued by  Emperor  Wen 
Ti.  Legend  reads  WU 
CHU  (5  chus=5  coppers) 
Uni  face. 


CHINA.  618-626  AD.  Is- 
sued by  Emperor  Kho  Tsu. 
Legend  reads:  K 1 A I YUAN 
T'UNG  PAO.  (Coinage  of 
the  Inauguration).  Uriiface. 


Issuing  larger  denominations  failed  because  of  their  vunerability  to 
liahtweight  forgeries.  Instead  of  large  coins,  numbers  of  small  coins 
were  strung  together  and  tendered  as  multiple  units.  To  check  their 
value,  the  length  of  the  string  was  either  measured  or  the  number  of 
coins  were  counted.  Since  the  coins  were  also  tendered  by  weight, 
lightweight  forgeries  were  also  acceptable,  provided  extra  coins  were 
added  to  make  up  for  the  weight  loss.  Since  the  content  of  the  coins 
hardly  changed  over  the  centuries,  the  same  coins  were  acceptable  in 
the  19th  Century  as  the  12th  Century. 
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EGYPT 


When  silver  became  scarce,  the  Greek  rulers  of  Egypt  decided  to  use 
bronze  to  supplement  the  silver  issues.  This  was  possible  because 
copper  was  plentiful  and  always  highly  valued  in  Egypt. 


EGYPT.  Ptolemy  II3  285- 
246  BC.  issued  large  bronzes 
of  uncertain  denominations . 
AE  40 , Obv.  Head  of  Zeus. 


AE  50,  Rev.  Eagle  standing 
on  thunderbolt,  around 
legend 


Ptolemy  II  (285-246  BC)  issued  the  first  of  the  massive  bronze  coins 
and  his  successors  issued  similar  coins.  Unfortunately  since  none 
of  these  coins  bore  marks  of  value,  the  relationship  of  the  bronze 
to  silver  is  uncertain.  However,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  assume 
that  the  massive  bronzes  of  Egypt  were  intended  to  represent  the 
actual  value  of  a silver  coinage  - such  large  coins  were  quite  un- 
necessary if  issued  as  token  value,  especially  since  the  rest  of 
the  Greek  World  was  using  quite  small  bronze  coins  to  represent 
various  fractions  of  the  silver  drachma. 


ITALY 


In  central  Italy  the  earliest  medium  of  exchange  consisted  of  rough 
pieces  of  bronze  which  were  valued  according  to  their  weight.  These 
were  replaced  in  the  3rd  Century  BC  by  the  Aes  Grave,  a series  of 
large  bronze  coins  having  the  value  of  one  As  and  its  divisions  (the 
As  was  a weight  which  was  divided  into  12  unciae). 


ITALY.  Etruria,  Vala- 
terrae.  Aes  Grave  (cast) 
3rd  C.  BC.  Quadrans  h As. 
Obv.  Young  Janiform  hd. 


Rev.  Etruscan  legend 

around  club,  mark  of  value 
3 pellets  (3  unciae),  39  gms. 
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The  Roman  Republic  issued  its  Aes  Grave  about  269  B,C.  This  coin- 
age was  intended  for  local  use  only.  A silver  coinage  was  issued  by 
Rome  for  use  in  trade  with  Southern  Italy. 


ROMAN  REPUBLIC.  Aes  Grave  (cast)  269-  242  B.C.  Triens  = 

1/3  As.  Obv.  Thunderbolt , mark  of  value,  4 pellets  (4  uncia) 
Wt.  95  gm.  Rev.  Dolphin. 

Some  years  later  a new  series  of  Aes  Grave  was  introduced.  The  As 
bore  on  its  obverse  the  head  of  Janus  and  on  the  reverse  the  prow 


ROMAN  REPUBLIC.  135-134  B.C.  Bronze  As  struck  by 
C.  Tarentius  Lucanus.  Obv.  Head  of  Janus.  Rev.  Prow 
of  ship.  ROMA  below.  Wt.  26  gm. 

of  a ship.  These  types  remained  the  standard  design  until  the  end 
of  the  Republic.  In  the  meantime  the  weights  of  the  Aes  Grave  were 
gradually  reduced  until  by  the  mid  2nd  Century  B.C.,  the  As  had  be- 
come a small  token  bronze  coin  weighing  about  half  an  ounce. 

(The  oddness  of  IRISH  NUMISMATICS  is  c/o  Derek  Young , Editor , 15 
Eaton  Square,  Mcnkstown,  Dublin  Ireland.  ) 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ *★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
JEALOUSY,  JEALOUSY 


Thomas  Seymour,  younger  brother  of  Edward,  the  Duke  of  Somerset, 
Lord  Protector  of  Edward  VI,  lost  his  head  in  1549  for,  among  other 
things,  using  the  Bristol  Mint  to  manufacture  his  own  coins  to  pay 
his  private  army.  Allegedly  jealous  of  his  brother  Edward,  he  was 
accused  of  plotting  his  overthrow  as  Lord  Protector.  Result  was 
the  axe  fell  once  again. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purp- 
-oses,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CS  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints  for 
the  parti cul ar  year. 

RWANDA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1_964 ; Y3  - C;  Y4  - C. 

RWANDA-BURUNDI : Y1  - 1961 . 

ST.  HELENA:  Cl  - C ; Y1  - C ; Y2  - C. 

ST.  KITTS:  Y3  - C. 

ST.  LUCIA:  Y7  - C. 

ST.  PIERRE  & MIQUELON:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C. 

ST.  THOMAS  & PRINCE:  Y3  - 1929;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C; 

Y17  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - 1962;  Y20  - C. 

ST.  VINCENT:  Y8  - C. 

SAN  MARINO:  Y14  - 1938;  Y15  - 1935;  Y35  - C. 

SAUDI  ARABIA  - Hejaz:  Y3.3  - C. 

SAUDI  ARABIA:  Y3  - C;  Y9a  - C;  YlOa  - C;  Ylla  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C; 

Y20  - CX  (1370);  YA23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C; 

Y34a  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - 1397,  1400;  Y38  - 1397,  1400;  Y39  - 
1397,  1400;  Y40  - 1397,  1400. 

SEYCHELLES:  Y1  - 1943;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y9  - C;  Yll  - 

1960,  1965,  1966;  Y12  - 1960;  Y13  - 1960,  1966,  1970;  Y14  - C to  1965; 

Y 1 5 - CX  (1963,  1971);  Y16  - 1965;  Y18  - C. 

SIERRA  LEONE:  Y1  - C ; Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Yll  - C. 

SINGAPORE:  Y1  - CX  (1968,  1976);  Y2  - 1967,  1%8,  1971,  1972  , 1976, 

1978;  Y3  - C to  1976  X (1972,  1974,  197517  1980;  Y4  - C to  1974~TTl970) , 
1978,  1980;  Y5  - 1967,  1969,  1972  , 1980;  Y6  - 1967,  1968,  1969  , 1971. 


SOMALIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  -C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - 1967;  Y7  - 1967; 

Y8  - 1967;  Y9  - 1967;  Y10  - C. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  - Zuid  Afri kaansche  Republic:  Y1  - 1898;  Y2  - 1892;  Y3  - 

1895;  Y4  - 1894;  Y6  - 1896. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  - Union  of  South  Africa:  Y25  - 1934,  1936;  Y26  - 1932, 

1936  ; Y3  - 1942,  1945;  Y32  - 1941,  1944,  1945  ; Y33  - CX  (1947);  Y34  - 
1938,  1941,  1942,  1946;  Y35  - 1941,  1942;  Y36  - 1938,  1942;  Y41  - 1951, 
1952;  Y42  - C;  Y43  - CX  (1951,  1952);  Y45  - 1950;  Y48  - 1948;  Y49  - 1952; 
Y50  - C;  Y52  - 1951;  Y53  - C;  Y56  - C;  Y59  - C to  1958  X (1956);  Y60  - 

1955  , 1957  Y61  - 1955  , 1957,  1960;  Y62  - 1953,  1954,  1956,  1959;  Y63  - 

1956  ; Y67  - 1958;  Y70  - C. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  - Republic:  Y71  - 1961,  1964;  Y72  - CX  (1963);  Y73  - 

1961,  1964;  Y74  - 1961;  Y75  - 1961,  1964;  Y76  - 1964;  Y80  - 1966, 

1967;  Y80a  - 1966,  1969:  Y81  - 1965;  Y81a  - 1965;  Y82  - 1965. 

(To  be  continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Y.  T.  Nercessian.  ATTRIBUTION  AND  DATING  OF  ARMENIAN  BILINGUAL  TRAMS . 

Los  Angeles:  Armenian  Numismatic  Society,  8511  Beverly  Park  Place, 

Pico  Rivera,  Calif.  90660.  Special  Publication,  No.  2,  1983,  36pp., 
12  pis.,  card  covers.  $6.75  + Shipping. 

This  publication  explains  in  detailed,  methodic,  and  effective  manner 
how  to  attribute  the  Armenian  bilingual  trams  and  how  to  read  the 
diwani  numerals  and  various  components  of  the  dates  inscribed  on  the 
reverse . 


AR  Hetoum-Kaiqobad 


AR  Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
(Slightly  reduced) 


The  line  drawings  with  darkened  segments,  descriptions  of  dating,  de- 
tailed indications  of  the  date  (comprised  of  8 tabulated  pages),  and 
comparison  of  the  coinage  of  Hetoum  I andthe  coinage  of  Kaiqobad  I 
and  Kaikhusrew  II  provide  the  student  with  an  excellent  vehicle  in 
dating  the  Seljuq  coins. 


The  book  is  an  essential  tool  for  all  collectors,  numismatists,  and 
scholars  who  have  interest  in  Oriental  numismatics  as  well  as  the 
coinage  of  Armenia. 


Review  from  the  ANS 


Frovin  Seig.  NORDEN  1983.  216pp.  60-Kroner,  plus  postage. 

This  reference  covers  a number  of  Scandanavian  countries.  It  treats 
coins  from  Denmark  from  1766,  the  Danish  West  Indies  1740-1913,  the 
Faeroerne  Islands,  Greenland,  Iceland,  Norway  from  1808,  Sweden  from 
1809,  and  Finland  from  1864,  plus  other  possessions  or  dependencies 
and  some  token  toinages.  The  catalogue  is  priced  in  five  grades  of 
preservation  (VG,  Fine,  VF,  EF  & UNC)  in  Danish  Kroners.  The  book 
is  the  most  economical,  comprehensive  reference  covering  Scandinavian 
coinages.  The  basic  difference  between  this  book  and  those  which 
specialize  on  an  individual  country  is  that  it  does  not  treat  many 
of  the  varieties.  Thus,  while  this  is  a comprehensive  guide,  the 
specialist  would  prefer  the  books  issued  on  the  individual  countries. 

Reviewed  by  A.  L.  Schrock 
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Albert  Pick.  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY.  960pp  , illus, 

8V  x 11",  cardboard  cover.  $35.00  from  the  publisher;  Krause  Pub- 
lications, 700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  Wisconsin  54990. 

Over  20,000  banknotes  issued  from  1661-1892  are  listed,  described  and 
valued  from  over  250  note-issuing  authorities  in  this  latest  (4th) 
edition  of  the  standard  reference  on  paper  money.  Some  8,500  photo- 
graphs illustrate  type  notes.  Valuations  for  each  note  are  given  for 
3 grades  of  preservation  (VG,  VF  and  UNC). 

Listings  are  presented  alphabetically  according  to  the  issuing  author- 
ity. Listings  are  broken  down  further  by  denomination  from  the  small- 
est to  the  highest.  New  to  this  edition  are  listings  presented  by 
series  issue  and  signature  combinations. 

Valuations  have  been  adjusted  to  the  present  market  values  as  well  as 
to  fluctuations  in  the  monetary  unit  for  a country  for  its  current 
issues.  Some  are  lower  than  in  the  previous  edition.  The  data  was 
assembled  by  veteran  cataloguer  Colin  R.  Bruce  II  of  Krause  Publications 
from  material  supplied  by  over  200  numismatists. 

The  note  listings  in  the  4th  edition  are  mostly  general  issues  that 
have  enjoyed  wide  national  ciruclation  in  their  country  of  issue  and 
are  most  often  collected.  Thus,  for  example,  the  sections  on  Canada, 
China  and  Russia  are  much  shorter  in  this  edition,  being  restrited  to 
official  national  government  issues.  A companion  volume  to  be  publish- 
ed late  in  1983  will  feature  "specialized  issues",  focusing  primarily 
on  issues  with  more  limited  circulation.  The  volume  entitled  SPECIAL- 
IZED ISSUES  will  include  a majority  of  issues  from  state  and  commercial 
banks. 

This  new  Pick  catalogue  is  highly  recommended  to  all  and  is  of  course 
the  standard  world  reference  for  the  valuation  of  banknotes  of  all 
countries . 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


J.  0.  Aamlid,  B.  Ahlstrom,  J-E.  Selin  & G.  Thesen.  NORGES  MYNTER 
1814-1981  (Norway's  Money  1814-1981),  with  prices  for  1983.  1982. 

This  annual  update  of  prices  is  profusely  illustrated  giving  prices 
for  each  issue  in  six  grades  (VG,  Fine,  EF,  EF-UNC  & UNC).  For  the 
collector  of  Norwegian  coins  it  is  an  invaluable  aid  and  can  serve 
as  a check  list.  It  comes  in  a handy  pocket  size  with  soft  paper 
covers.  The  introduction  of  the  book  is  printed  in  English  as  well 
as  Norwegian.  The  prices  in  the  book  are  in  Norwegian  Kronor  and 
include  a 20%  VAT  (Sales  Tax).  As  I stated  above  this  paper  back 
book  is  a price  update  to  the  parent  book  NORGES  MONTER  995-1976 s 
which  covers  the  coinage  of  Norway  back  to  Viking  times.  It  is  prob- 
ably the  best,  most  recent  (1976),  and  most  economical  reference  on 
the  market  today  for  this  extensive  period.  For  the  ardent  collector 
of  Norwegian  coins  it  is  a necessity  as  a reference  tool  even  though 
the  valuations  are  quite  of  date.  This  book  too,  is  profusely  illus- 
trated. 

Reviewed  by  A.  L.  Schrock 
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Saran  Singh.  THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  SULTANATE  OF  BRUNEI  1400-1980.  65pp, 

stiff  paper  cover,  6V  x 10".  Pub.  1980  as  part  of  Volume  4,  Number 
4 of  the  BRUNEI  MUSEUM  JOURNAL.  Available  separately  at  $5.00  US 
postpaid  surface  mail:  Brunei  Museum,  Kota  Batu,  Brunei. 

This  is  the  first  publication  to  attempt  to  list  the  early  coinage 
of  Brunei.  The  author  believes  Brunei's  first  coins  were  issued 
early  in  the  17th  century.  Since  only  two  of  these  early  coins  are 
dated  until  one  arrives  at  the  well  known  bronze  1887  one  cent  and 
since  there  are  no  written  records  on  these  early  coins,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  trace  their  history  as  far  as  dates  go.  Some  of  the  coins 
bear  the  name  of  a sultan  which  will  give  an  approximate  date.  A 
number  have  no  inscription  and  depict  animals,  birds  or  a floral 
pattern.  There  are  numerous  die  varieties  of  the  17-1 9th  century 
Brunei  coins,  all  of  which  are  cast  tin-lead  coins,  but  only  the 
main  types  are  listed  in  the  booklet.  Tin-lead  coins  deteriorate 
very  rapidly,  so  few  specimens  remain  today  and  many  are  in  poor 
condition. 

Clear  photos  of  both  sides  of  89  different  17-1 9th  century  tin-lead 
coins  are  illustrated,  as  well  as  iron  strip  money,  some  merchants 
tokens,  miniature  cannons  and  Brunei's  20th  century  coinage  which 
was  first  issued  in  1967.  The  following  data  is  included  for  each 
type  coin:  complete  obverse  and  reverse  descriptions  including  in- 

scription, weight,  diameter,  thickness,  composition  and  for  the 
20th  century  coins,  the  mintage. 

Traders  brought  in  foreign  coins  to  Brunei,  the  Chinese  cash  coin 
being  used  for  centuries.  In  1888  Brunei  became  a British  Protect- 
orate. As  a result  it  officially  adopted  the  currencies  of  the 
Straits  Settlements,  British  North  Borneo,  Sarawak,  Malaya,  and 
Malaya  and  British  Borneo,  using  these  until  their  own  decimal  coin- 
age was  introduced  in  1967,  along  with  their  first  banknotes. 

Saran  Singh,  perhaps  Malaysia's  most  research-minded  numismatist, 
has  spent  a number  of  years  researching  the  cast  tin-lead  coins  of 
Brunei  and  has  produced  an  excellent  work  on  them.  A 9-page  intro- 
ductory section,  including  a chart  on  the  sultans  of  Brunei,  gives 
some  good  background  on  the  subject.  This  booklet  is  well  done 
and  deserves  a place  in  the  libraries  of  numismatic  societies  as 
well  as  in  those  of  interested  numismatists. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


Gilles  Hennequin.  CATALOGUE  DES  MONNAIES  ORIENT  ALES.  Archives  de 
la  ville  de  Marseille,  Cabinet  des  M6dailles,  1983.  298  x 2111  mm. 

(11-3/4  x 8-1/2  inches),  68pp,  i 1 1 us . , limp  card  cover. 

It  was  with  more  than  the  usual  pleasure  that  I received  Mr.  Henne- 
quin's  new  book  a few  days  ago,  since  I had  learned  some  time  ago 
when  he  visited  the  U.S.  National  Numismatic  Collection  that  he  was 
engaged  in  this  project.  My  expectations  were  not  dissappointed. 

This  work  (in  French)  consists  of  a Foreword  (pp.  5-10),  an  Intro- 
duction (p.  10),  a Preface  (p.  13),  a Text  (pp.  15-28)  with  22 
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enlarged  photos  of  representati ve  pieces  (pp.  21-28),  a Catalogue 
(pp.  29-58),  a Supplement  (pp.  59-62),  a Bibliography  (pp.  63-64) 
and  a Table  of  Contents  (p.  65). 


The  pieces  catalogued  number  648  silver,  billon  and  copper/bronze 
pieces,  of  which  576  in  the  catalogue  are  serviceable,  and  72  in 
the  supplement  are  badly  preserved. 

This  Archival  collection  presents  the  interested  student  with  a 
good  representative  group  across  three  levels:  temporal  - a his- 

toric continuity  from  the  7th  to  the  20th  century  of  our  era; 
geographic  - from  Spain  to  India,  and  from  the  Atlas  Mountains  to 
Central  Asia;  and,  historic  - various  dynasties  of  different  peoples 
including  Arabs,  Turks,  Kurds,  Persians,  Mongols,  and  Indo-Malays. 


Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hubert 


Dr.  Arthur  Andrews.  AUSTRALASIAN  TOKENS  AND  COINS.  It  was  originally 
published  by  the  Public  Library  of  New  South  Wales,  1921,  and  reprinted 
first  in  1965  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  N.S.W.  in  Sydney. 
163  pages  and  61  Page  Plates.  Hardbound  in  blue  and  gold  covers.  lh  X 
10%".  Limited  Edition  of  500  Copies.  This  newest  reprint  is  by  Sanford 
J.  Durst  publisher,  29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101  USA 
$35.00. 


Dr.  Andrews  provides  fascinating  information  for  all  interested  collec- 
tors of  Australian,  Tasmanian  and  N.Z.  Tokens  and  coins,  focusing  mainl 
on  those  of  Australia.  This  is  the  Source  book  of  their  extensive 
cataloguing  and  fascinating  historical  notes  on  the  beginnings  of  its 
currency  and  Merchants'  tokens,  from  official  documents  and  quotes 
from  newspaper  accounts  of  the  day. 
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A.F.  Basset  Hill  and  Dr.  W.E.  Roth's  earlier  researches  of  Australasian 
tokens  are  blended  into  this  work. 


61  Plates  illustrate  the  extensive  variety  of  tokens  manufactured  for 
Australasia,  plus  miscellaneous  coinage.  Here  is  a wealth  of  information 
in  the  1,250  items,  all  assigned  catalogue  numbers,  with  detailed 
descriptions.  You  will  find  many  such  interesting  items  of  coinage  his- 
tory as:  British  Sovereigns  minted  at  Sidney  were  struck  in  two  reverse 

designs  starting  in  1871.  St.  George  Slaying  the  Dragon;  and  the  Shield 
reverse,  which  were  made  for  export  to  India  chiefly  as  the  design  was 
preferred  there.  The  Melbourne  mint  opened  in  1872  and  struck  the  Shield 
Reverse  until  1887.  And  on  the  Holey  Dollars,  the  Sydney  Gazette  is 
quoted  in  1819  describing  counterfeits  then  in  circulation.  These  are 
just  some  of  the  fascinating  bits  of  history  not  likely  to  be  found 
elsewhare  on  the  coinage  of  Australasia. 


Among  the  Chapters  are  detailed  topics  on  "Copper  and  Bronze  Tokens"; 
"Medalists"  of  the  Tokens,  alphabetically  listed;  "Silver  Tokens";  dis- 
cussion of  the  famous  Holey  Dollars  and  Dumps;  The  Kangaroo  Office  Gold 
and  copper  issues;  Patterns;  Early  Australian  Commonwealth  issues,  and 
on  the  history  of  its  mints  at  Sydney,  Melbourne  and  Perth;  Surcharge 
Tokens;  A Bibliography  and  Index  round  out  this  informative  sourcebook 
on  Australasian  Tokens  and  Coins. 
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Just  as  S.  S.  Crosby's  The  Early  Coins  of  America  is  the  source  of 
information  on  early  issues  of  North  America,  so  Dr.  Andrew's  book 
is  the  source  book  for  the  numismatic  history  of  the  "Lands  Down 
Under". 


Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 


Claude  Brenot  and  Andre  Si  as.  De  Phoc&e  d Massalia  (Marseille  y la 
Sicilie , et  la  Grande  Gr&ce) . Archives  de  la  Vi  lie  de  Marseille, 
Cabinet  des  Medailles,  1981.  297  x 211  mm.  (11-5/8  x 8-1/4  inches), 

70pp,  i 1 1 us . , limp  card  cover. 

Gaston  E.  Reynaud  with  the  collaboration  of  Olivier  Picard.  Donation 
Henry  Vemin.  Archives  de  la  Vi  lie  de  Marseille,  Cabinet  des  Med- 
ailles,  1981.  297  x 211  mm.  (11-5/8  x 8-1/4  inches),  84pp,  illus., 

limp  card  cover. 

Both  books  are  part  of  a series  begun  by  the  City  of  Marseilles  to 
make  accessible  to  the  world  their  numismatic  holdings,  a project 
much  to  be  praised. 

The  Brenot/Sias  volume  consists  of  a Foreword  by  Gaston  Deferre  (p. 

5),  an  Introduction  by  Michel  Pezet  (p.  7),  a Preface  by  Arnaud 
Ramiere  de  Fortaniere  (pp.  9-10),  a Text  by  Oliver  Picard  (pp.  11-13), 
a Table  of  Abbreviations  (p.  14),  a title  page  (Marseille)  (p.  15), 
a heading  "Marseille  and  the  Western  Mediterranean"  (pp.  17-18), 
a Catalogue  (pp.  57-65),  a Bibliography  (p.  67),  and  Acknowledgements 
(p.  69).  The  text  is  French. 

The  section  "Marseille  and  the  Western  Mediterranean"  consists  of 
money  of  the  Auriol  type  (525/520-460),  minor  coinage  (obol , diobol  , 
bronze),  the  heavy  drachm  (c.  370/360),  and  the  light  drachm  (220/ 
210-49).  Excellent  illustrations  are  included. 

The  section  "Sicily  and  Greater  Greece"  consists  of  pieces  from  Cam- 
pania, Calabria,  Lucania,  Metapontum,  Bruttium,  and  Sicily.  Illus- 
trations are  included. 

The  Reynaud  colume  consists  of  a Foreword  by  Gaston  E.  Reynaud  (pp. 
3-4),  a Biography  of  Henry  Vernin  by  Gaston  E.  Reynaud  (p.  5),  "Henry 
Vernin,  Numismatists  of  Provence"  by  R.  Establet  (p.  7),  a Preface 
(p.  9),  a Table  of  Abbreviations  (p.  10),  Text  and  Catalogue  by  the 
author  (pp.  11-78),  an  Index  of  Mints  (pp.  79-80,  an  Index  of  Rulers 
(p.  80),  a Bibliography  (p.  81),  and  Acknowledgements  (p.  83).  The 
text  is  in  French,  and  consists  of  five  chapters:  I.  From  the 

origins  to  the  wars  of  the  Medes;  II.  Athens  and  her  enemies  (480- 
404);  III.  The  IVth  century:  the  brilliance  of  the  Greek  world; 

IV.  The  time  of  kings;  and  V.  The  cities  in  the  Roman  Empire. 

Plates  are  included.  Both  volumes  plus  a map  (16-1/2  x 11-5/6  inches) 
are  contained  in  a hard  cover  jacket.  The  set  should  be  of  great 
interest  to  specialists  in  this  field. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hubert 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Tyqe  Sgindergaard,  Ved  Aasen  71,  4700  Naestved,  Denmark:  WANTED  for 

my  paper  money  collection  (all  Pick  numbers):  Estonia  49,  50,  51, 

52,  57,  59,  60,  68;  Latvia  8,  13,  15,  16,  23,  24,  25;  Lithuania  6,  8, 
18,  19,  20,  21  , 22,  23,  28. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.  , Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like  to 

purchase  Paraguay  Y-6,  5 Centavos,  1900  in  Very  Fine  or  better  con- 
dition. I can  use  all  you  have  probably  and  will  pay  top  dollar. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  Box  57,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 

06880,  USA.  Please  include  your  full  name,  address  and  NI  membership 
number. 

******************************************************************** 
NUMYSTERI ES  REVISITED 


by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse 3 Jr.3  Colebrook3  NH3  NI  # 351 

I am  no  better  with  my  history  than  I was  in  September  1966  in  the 
Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  when  I said  that  I believed  that  Bolivia 
not  only  has  the  highest  capital  in  the  world  but  is  also  the  only 
country  to  be  named  after  its  liberator.  Numismatically , its  mint 
at  Potosi  dates  back  to  1574.  Modern  Bolivian  coins  have  been  issued 
in  a wide  variety  of  metals;  but  their  designs,  though  attractive, 
have  held  to  a fairly  reliable  pattern.  There  is,  however,  one  odd 
couple  which  I would  like  to  bring  to  your  attention.  They  are  the 
copper  1 and  2 Centavos  of  1878  (Y37  and  Y38)  which  have  the  perched 


Bolivia  Local  issue?  of  1878 

eagle  obverse.  Are  these  a local  issue?  They  have  no  mint  marks.  The 
mint  at  Potosi  used  the  PTS  monogram  until  at  least  1908.  The  mint  at 
La  Paz  used  its  name  as  a mint  mark  until  around  1868  and  then  dropped 
the  use  of  any  mark  at  all.  Logically  then,  the  coins  in  question 
should  have  been  minted  at  La  Paz.  Possibly  so,  but  notice  the  design 
again  - completely  out  of  step  with  with  issues  on  either  side  and,  in 
fact,  more  like  the  American  coins  of  that  time.  Does  it  make  you 
wonder  or  are  we  building  a mystery  where  none  exists?  Where  were 
these  coins  minted? 


208 


